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10-Year Strategic Plan
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SAVE THE DATE!
Landowner Workshops
November 10, 2021
Lodi Grape Festival & Event Center (Burgundy Hall)
9-11am and 6-8pm

1. Strategic Plan Workshops
2. Yield from NSJWCD Water
Right
3. SWEEP Grant Opportunity
4. Riparian Rights on the
Mokelumne
Welcome to the Newsletter!
North
San
Joaquin
Water
Conservation District covers 150,000
acres in northern San Joaquin
County on both sides of the
Mokelumne River. You are receiving
this newsletter because you own
land in the District. There is a lot
going on in the District these days
and we want to keep you informed!
We hope this newsletter is useful to
you and encourage you to visit our
website at www.nsjgroundwater.org
and attend our monthly Board of
Directors meetings – 2pm the last
Monday of each month at the Lodi
Library. Due to COVID Meeting
Requirements, meetings are now
held by teleconference. Check the
website for call-in instruections.

The NSJWCD is developing a 10-year Strategic Plan to sustainably
manage water to benefit the local environment, community, and
economy. NSJWCD is now seeking input from local landowners on
projects included in the proposed Strategic Plan to address threats
to District water security resulting from implementation of the
2014 Sustainable Groundwater Management Act. The new state
law requires landowners in critically overdrafted groundwater
basins to reduce groundwater use to a sustainable level. If local
agencies and landowners do not meet regulatory requirements,
the state may take control of groundwater. If funded, proposed
Strategic Plan infrastructure improvements will:
•
•
•
•

Achieve full operability of the north and south surface water
delivery systems
Complete the groundwater recharge banking and recovery
DREAM pilot project
Build additional direct groundwater recharge facilities
Develop opportunities to bring more surface water to our area

NSJWCD will be hosting two public meetings for landowners,
growers, and members of the public interested in providing
feedback on the proposed Strategic Plan. For more information,
please contact NSJWCD at nsjwcd@outlook.com or visit our web
site at nsjgroundwater.org.

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE
PAID
PRE-SORT
CENTER

Increasing Yield from the NSJWCD Water Right
The biggest myth the District hears from landowners is that
NSJWCD “doesn’t have any water.” This is not true.
NSJWCD has a right to divert up to 20,000 acre-feet per year
from the Mokelumne River. To date, NSJWCD landowners have
not fully utilized the water right – primarily due to a lack of
investment in diversion and distribution facilities.
The NSJWCD water right allows for diversions from the river
between December 1 and July 1. Historically, NSJWCD relied
on East Bay Municipal Utility District to divert water for NSJWCD
during this period, store that water in Camanche Reservoir, and
then release it on a schedule in June through October for
irrigation. This works well in above normal water years because
there is plenty of water to store and release. It does not work
well in below normal or dry water years because there is not
enough flow upstream of Camanche to capture and satisfy all
prior rights and still have water to store for NSJWCD. But that
doesn’t mean that there is no water for NSJWCD in dry years.

-

2020 and 2021 were both dry years and storage in Camanche
was not available for NSJWCD. Yet, NSJWCD still diverted some
water from the river in both years for groundwater recharge
during the winter months. NSJWCD was able to do this by
closely watching river flows during storm events and capturing
flows that enter the river below Camanche dam. The water
diverted from the river during winter could not be used
immediately for irrigation, but it could be diverted into
recharge basins to accomplish groundwater recharge. The
recharged groundwater was then available for all landowners to
pump and use for homes and farms in future months.
To achieve groundwater sustainability by 2040 as required by
law, NSJWCD must fully utilize its Mokelumne River water right.
Farmers need to be prepared to divert and use the full water
right (20,000 af) for irrigation when available (about 50% of
years), and the District needs to be prepared to divert any other
available flows for groundwater recharge (90% of years). The
NSJWCD Strategic Plan includes projects that do both.

