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Start your pre-application

work NOW, such as

completing a pump

efficiency test and

collecting the required

receipts and bills!

Grant Opportunity for Private Landowners to Fund On-Farm Facilities

Attend Board Meetings
Please visit www.nsjgroundwater.org
for information about the District's
monthly Board meetings: 
WHEN: 2pm, usually the last Monday
of the month
WHERE: Lodi Grapes Festival grounds,
Barrel Room
NEXT MEETING: December 19, 2022
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date for release of the statewide grant application
materials, although they are currently hosting a
block grant pilot program.) The District is hopeful
applications from District growers will be more 

In mid-2023, the California Department of Food and Agriculture( “Department”) will
solicit applications from growers for energy and water efficiency irrigation
improvements through the State Water Efficiency and Enhancement Program (SWEEP);
the Department has allocated over five times more money
to the program than in previous years, making it the
second largest funding round in the program’s history.
(The Department has not announced the exact

competitive in the next solicitation than in the past
because the guidelines now include an additional point
for applications from critically overdrafted groundwater
basins. The District anticipates a $200,000 limit per
grower for grant requests, similar to previous rounds. For more information, visit
www.cdfa.ca.gov/sweep or contact the District at nsjwcd@outlook.com. 
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Groundwater charge next steps

North System and South System
update

4 Status of well permitting process

http://www.nsjgroundwater.org/
http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/sweep
mailto:nsjwcd@outlook.com
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North System and South System Improvement Update

The District is working on Phase 1 of the North System
Improvement Project, with a $3.9 million state grant. This
project will develop a master plan to rehabilitate the North
System so the District can use the System for both irrigation
water delivery and groundwater recharge. The project will also
rebuild a portion of the main distribution system and include
facilities for a Flood Managed Aquifer Recharge (“Flood MAR”)
recharge site in a vineyard near the intersection of Tretheway 

Groundwater Charge Next Steps
In June 2022, the District approved a $15 per acre-foot
groundwater charge to fund activities required to comply
with the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act. The
charge appeared on landowners’ San Joaquin County
property tax bills mailed in October 2022. The charge
applies only to landowners that use groundwater on their
parcel (small residential parcels are exempt). The District
used County land use codes to determine whether to
charge a parcel, but will consider landowner appeals if
information is inaccurate or outdated. The appeal form is
available on the District’s website:
www.nsjgroundwater.org and the District encourages
submittal as soon as possible. 

If you believe the groundwater charge on your property
tax bill is an error, please complete the appeal form and
email it to nsjwcd@outlook.com. The District will work
with landowners and the County Assessor to adjust
charges as needed until we get it right! 
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Appeals Process

North 
System

The District is very busy with projects on both sides of the Mokelumne River to improve
the South System and North System. These projects will help ensure the District
complies with the state’s Sustainable Groundwater Management Act and avoids state
intervention in groundwater management, a benefit to all District landowners.

and Acampo roads. The completed master plan will enable the District to apply for
future grants for additional phases of the North System Improvement Project.

http://www.nsjgroundwater.org/
mailto:nsjwcd@outlook.com


What is Flood MAR?

Increasing the average yield of the

District’s water right by using the direct

diversion season of December 1st through

July 1st; 

Accomplishing direct recharge of

groundwater without taking land out of

production

Accomplishing direct recharge in a low-

cost manner by using existing pumps,

distribution infrastructure and

landowner/farmer assistance in the non-

irrigation season.

Flood Managed Aquifer Recharge (“Flood

MAR”) is a management practice which

conveys wet season water onto agricultural

and working lands for direct groundwater

recharge. Benefits of Flood MAR for the

District include:

landowner assessments to fund Phase 2. The District was also recently awarded a $1
million federal grant and a second $3 million state grant for the South System Phase 3
Improvement Project. Phase 3 will determine the best location for Flood MAR, as well
as include development of a design for pipeline modifications, and construction of
infrastructure improvements. The new groundwater charge will serve as local matching
funds for this project, which the District will construct between 2023 and 2026.
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Diagram of Flood MAR

The District completed the South System Phase 1 Project,
including rebuilding of the pump station and construction of the
beginning segment of the distribution system. The District
anticipates completing Phase 2 of the Project in 2023, including
rebuilding 2,500 feet of the main distribution system pipeline
between Handel Road and Pixley Slough. Between 2014 and
2018, the District secured a $3 million state grant, $2 million
from East Bay Municipal Utility District, and $1 million in 

South 
System
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The County to perform an evaluation of whether the location of the new well will
interfere with other nearby wells; and
The local Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) to issue a verification that the
new well is consistent with the Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) for the area.

The short answer is YES, with conditions. The Governor issued an emergency executive
order earlier this year that added new conditions to the process the County follows to
issue permits to drill new wells. It took a few months for the County to update its well
permitting process, but it is currently in place and the County is issuing permits. The
new process requires:

1.

2.

North San Joaquin Water Conservation District is the GSA for the District area and has
reviewed and issued verifications as requested for new wells. The verification form
requires landowners drilling a new well to acknowledge that (1) pumping will be
subject to the District’s groundwater charge; and (2) if pumping restrictions are imposed
in the future, the new well will be subject to those restrictions.

As of now, there are no pumping restrictions in the District or in San Joaquin County.
Agencies like the District are working hard to build projects to use more surface water
and accomplish groundwater recharge to avoid state-imposed  pumping restrictions.

Can I Drill a New Groundwater Well in San Joaquin County?


